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On Eli Manning,
the Giants have
done it all wrong

09.18.19

Veteran QB’s ignominious benching
is just the latest exercise in lousy
judgment. Mike Jones in Sports
RON JENKINS/AP

Millions of
women’s
ﬁrst sex
was forced

TRUMP, NETANYAHU AND ISRAEL’S ELECTION

Many were in their teens, and they
faced long-term eﬀects, study says
Kristin Lam
USA TODAY

An election billboard plays up the relationship between Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
President Donald Trump. In Hebrew, the billboard reads, “Netanyahu, in another league.” ODED BALILTY/AP

Politics and friendship
put to high-stakes test
The president has the prime minister’s back – for better or worse
USA TODAY

RAMAT TRUMP, Golan Heights –
It’s been branded a hollow public relations exercise. It may not actually get
built. And it’s surrounded by hostile
military land.
But a planned Israeli community
named “Ramat Trump” in Hebrew, or
“Trump Heights,” about 12 miles from
the Syrian border – right in the heart of
territory the United States alone recognizes as legally Israel’s – nevertheless encapsulates a deﬁning tenet of
U.S. foreign policy: Every American
president in modern times, citing
shared history and values and an unshakable security commitment, has
been staunchly pro-Israel.
President Donald Trump perhaps
more than most.
“Trump’s a true friend of Israel,”
See POLITICS, Page 3A
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USA TODAY Snapshots

Rising temperatures
put corn crops at risk
Loss of corn yields in top-producing
countries under two warming
scenarios
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“Bibi, our king,
wants to give
Trump, the
Americans’ king,
something with
his name on it.”
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Nonbinary pronouns
‘they,’ ‘themself ’ now
singularly deﬁned
Jorge L. Ortiz
USA TODAY

The next time someone expresses a
preference for a plural pronoun, the dictionary will be there to provide support.
As the notion of gender ﬂuidity becomes more prevalent, nonbinary pronouns have emerged as an option for
those who don’t want to be identiﬁed
strictly as male or female.
The Merriam-Webster dictionary
recognizes that usage by incorporating
“they” and “themself ” in references to
“a single person whose gender identity
is nonbinary.”
Those are among 533 new words and
meanings in the dictionary’s latest update, released Tuesday, including terms
such as “dad joke” and “vacay.”
Singer Sam Smith is among those

SOURCE PNAS
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The ﬁrst experience with sexual intercourse for more than 3 million U.S.
women, many in their teens, was forced
or coerced, according to a study published Monday.
Those women faced more long-term
health consequences compared with
peers who had a voluntary ﬁrst experience, the study in JAMA Internal Medicine says.
Researchers based their analysis on
an annual survey by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which
asked women ages 18 to 44
if they chose to have sex for
the ﬁrst time. Of those who The survey
answered no, sometimes
reporting multiple types of Asked women 18 to 44 if
coercion, slightly more than they chose to have sex
56% described being ver- for the ﬁrst time. Of
bally pressured, 46% said those who said no:
they were held down and
25% said they were physically harmed.
described being
“Any sexual encounter verbally pressured
(with penetration) that occurs against somebody’s
will is rape. If somebody is were held down
verbally pressured into
having sex, it’s just as much
rape,” said lead author Laura Hawks, an internist and were physically harmed
Harvard Medical School reNeed help?
searcher.
Among the 6.5% who in- If you are a survivor
dicated their ﬁrst experi- of sexual assault, you
ence was rape, they said it can call the National
happened at age 15 on aver- Sexual Assault Hotline
age, and the man often was at 800-656-HOPE
several years older.
(4673) or visit hotline.
After the sexual assault, rainn.org/online for
which the World Health Or- conﬁdential support.
ganization deﬁnes as forced
sexual initiation, women
reported more reproductive
health problems, including pelvic pain
and menstrual irregularities, than those
who had consensual sex. They had more
unwanted pregnancies and abortions,
the study says, and reported fair or poor
health at double the rate of others.
Depression, feelings of powerlessness, sleeplessness and risky behavior
are other long-term eﬀects of sexual assault, other research has shown.
The study, which suggests one in 16
U.S. women, or about 3.3 million, were
raped in their ﬁrst sexual encounter, follows a CDC report that nearly one in ﬁve
women have been raped in their lifetime. The new study does not include
information on women’s relationships
with the men with whom they had their
ﬁrst sexual experience, such as whether
they were strangers or boyfriends.
Contributing: The Associated Press

New words
Coulrophobia:
abnormal fear of clowns
Deep state: an alleged
secret governmental
network operating
extra legally

LIFE

Fatberg: a large mass
of fat and solid waste
that collects in a sewer
system
Free solo: a climb in
which a rock climber
uses no artiﬁcial aids
for support and has no
rope or other safety
equipment
Vacay: a shortening
of vacation
SOURCE: Merriam-Webster.com
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Remembering Cokie Roberts
Pioneering journalist, political commentator
and best-selling author has died at age 75.
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Storms spin up near Texas, Bermuda
Doyle Rice
USA TODAY

A trio of tropical threats has emerged
in the Atlantic basin, and forecasters are
keeping a close watch.
Newly named Tropical Storm Imelda
threatens to swamp portions of southeastern Texas with more than a foot of
rain this week, possibly leading to dangerous, life-threatening ﬂash ﬂoods.
Although the storm oﬃcially made
landfall Tuesday afternoon, enough
rainfall is still forecast to cause signiﬁcant street, highway and low-lying area
ﬂooding along the Gulf Coast of Texas,

AccuWeather said. This includes the
cities of Beaumont, Houston, Galveston, Matagorda, Victoria and Corpus
Christi, Texas.
“Rainfall rates of 1 to 3 inches per
hour and potentially saturated soils
from the precipitation that falls today
will continue the threat of ﬂash ﬂooding
into Thursday,” the National Weather
Service in Houston said Tuesday.
In addition to the likelihood of ﬂooding, some of the thunderstorms can be
robust with strong wind gusts, according to AccuWeather.
A couple of the strongest thunderstorms could produce a waterspout or

tornado.
Tropical storm warnings have been
hoisted in Bermuda as strengthening
Category 2 Hurricane Humberto approaches the tiny island.
“Humberto is likely to track near Bermuda by later Wednesday, potentially
bringing strong winds, battering surf
and heavy rain,” the Weather Channel
said.
As of 2 p.m. EDT, Humberto had 100
mph winds and was located about 490
miles west of Bermuda. It was moving to
the east-northeast at 9 mph.
The hurricane will also continue to
generate high surf and dangerous rip
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said Haim Rokach, head of the Golan
Heights Regional Council that oversees
the ﬂedgling “Trump Heights” initiative
in Bruchim, a village with a population
of seven to 10, that is part of Kela Alon, a
larger adjoining community of 80-90
families who are predominantly secular
Israeli Jews.

Trump goes ‘beyond’
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has a close relationship with
Trump, which he tried to capitalize on in
the country’s election Tuesday. Indeed,
it was his idea to honor the U.S. president with “Trump Heights.”
It’s the ﬁrst time Israel has named a
new community after a U.S. leader since
President Harry Truman. According to
documents featured in his presidential
library, Truman weighed “personal, political and strategic concerns” in 1948
when he went against the advice of the
State Department and recognized the
new Jewish state.
“Kfar Truman” is a moshav, or village,
in central Israel.
Michael Makovsky, president and
CEO of the Jewish Institute for National
Security of America, a Washingtonbased pro-Israel think tank, said he
views Trump’s pro-Israel stance as
more of a historical “reversion to the
norm” after eight years of President Barack Obama. Obama and Netanyahu
had a diﬃcult political chemistry. Israel’s leader felt abandoned by Obama’s
stewardship of the 2015 nuclear deal between Iran and world powers, which Israel strongly opposed.
Makovsky said Trump has “gone beyond” other presidents on Israel.
He relocated the U.S. Embassy from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, the holy city that
Palestinians claim as part of their future
capital. He withdrew from the Iran nuclear agreement. Though most Western
powers view Iran’s nuclear activities as
a threat, for Israel, proximity to the Islamic Republic that periodically vows to
“annihilate” the Jewish state is a daily
existential worry.
Trump has overlooked Jewish settlement expansion on land claimed by Palestinians, closed the Palestinian Liberation Organization’s mission in Washington – its de facto embassy – and cut oﬀ
U.S. funding to organizations that work
on Palestinian issues. A long-promised
Israeli-Palestinian peace plan from the
White House was drafted by Trump’s
son-in-law, Jared Kushner; Israel advisers Jason Greenblatt and Avi Berkowitz;
and David Friedman, the U.S. ambassador to Israel.
All four men have deep religious and
educational ties to Israel – factors that
undermine their legitimacy as honest
brokers in the eyes of many Palestinians.
“We see the Trump team as the Israeli
team,” said Khaldoun Barghouti, a Palestinian analyst of Israeli aﬀairs from
Ramallah in the West Bank, a landlocked Palestinian area sandwiched between Israel’s eastern frontier and the
Jordan River Valley.
The White House said the plan will be
released after Israel’s election Tuesday
in which Netanyahu faced a challenge
from Benny Gantz, former head of the
country’s military.
Exit polls indicated that neither politician’s party secured a majority, meaning they would have to enter into a coalition deal with opposition parties. It was
the second election in less than six
months in which Israel’s leader failed to
win a majority, and there may need to be
a third vote.

‘Never had a greater friend’
Trump has boosted Israel in other
ways.
Saturday, Trump tweeted that he
spoke with Netanyahu to discuss moving forward with a possible mutual defense treaty between Israel and the

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu unveils the sign for a future
settlement called “Trump Heights” on June 16. ATEF SAFADI/EPA-EFE
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named after anyone, it should be (Menachem) Begin.” Begin was the founder
of Netanyahu’s Likud Party and Israel’s
leader when it asserted civil administration over the Golan Heights.
“Bibi, our king, wants to give Trump,
the Americans’ king, something with his
name on it,” Katz joked. “Bibi” is Netanyahu’s nickname in Israel.
In this area ringed with dry, high yellow grass and weather-worn farming
equipment, punctuated by smoke and
loud booms from Israel’s frequent engagements with Iran-backed militants
in nearby Lebanon and Syria, the idea of
naming a development after Trump is
not without its ardent supporters.
“Trump’s name will bring investment
to our area for sure,” insisted Hilik Dahan, 49, a Bruchim-Kela Alon resident

currents along the Southeast U.S. coast,
the National Hurricane Center warned.
Meanwhile, Tropical Depression Ten
formed Tuesday morning in the central
Atlantic Ocean about halfway between
Africa and South America, the hurricane center said. It was located 1,165
miles from the Leeward Islands in the
Caribbean.
The system should become Tropical
Storm Jerry in the next day or so and
track north of the Caribbean islands as a
hurricane by the weekend. The depression is still too far away for forecasters to
determine whether it will have any impact on the United States.

who rents out vacation cabins next to
his home.
“The Israel-U.S. alliance is the best in
history,” he said, repeating a variation
on a phrase that can be heard over and
over again in Israel: “Trump is our true
friend.”
Others with a stake in what happens
claim a “silent majority” on the “Trump
Heights” issue. They have started legal
action to prevent the development from
moving ahead. They allege “Trump
Heights” is little more than a brazen attempt by Israel’s government to ﬂatter a
president who has shown himself to be
susceptible to honeyed words of admiration from North Korea to Saudi Arabia.
“The whole idea is complete political
(BS),” said Uri Sitnik, 59, a carpenter
and pottery maker who lives in the community and helps to spearhead resistance to “Trump Heights,” which Israel’s
opposition lawmakers said has no budget or plan.
For now, “Trump Heights” amounts
to a large gilded sign with the U.S. and
Israeli ﬂags intertwined and the name of
the community written in English and
Hebrew.
The sign was unveiled with much
fanfare during a ceremony in June attended by Netanyahu and Friedman,
the U.S. ambassador to Israel who is a
former lawyer for the Trump Organization, the president’s private business.
Then it was moved to the village’s
dusty access road. The land around it
was cleared of mines.
The back of the sign has been used as
a message board for graﬃti artists.
“Shlomo and Jacob were here.”

Druze
SOURCE Pew Research Center, 2016 data
KARL GELLES/USA TODAY

United States. Makovsky, a former Pentagon oﬃcial who has made recommendations to both governments on the
pact, said it could operate in a similar
way to NATO’s Article 5: An attack on
one member is an attack on all.
“Thank you my dear friend President
@realDonaldTrump,” Netanyahu tweeted in reply. “The Jewish State has never
had a greater friend in the White
House.”
Trump has halted aid to Palestinians.
“A lot of the infrastructure projects –
schools, roads – have just stopped,” said
Naser Qadous, a Palestinian who manages agricultural projects in the West
Bank for Anera, a Washington-based organization that works on development
and refugee issues.

Satisfaction
across the board.
And down it.

‘We don’t need Trump’
The Golan Heights is a fertile region
of cattle ranches, orchards and vineyards.
The area is also ﬁlled with bunkers,
tanks and impromptu war memorials.
On its southwestern edge sits the Sea
of Galilee, where Christians believe Jesus performed miracles such as walking
on water and feeding the multitude.
Though the Golan Heights has been
administered as part of Israel since 1981,
the United Nations and European Union
consider it Israel-occupied Syrian territory. Trump signed a presidential proclamation acknowledging the validity of
Israel’s claim March 25.
In Bruchim-Kela Alon, where it remains far from clear whether “Trump
Heights” will get oﬀ the ground, Chicago-born David Katz was bothered by
what he sees as many Israelis’ uncritical
embrace of Trump because of his proIsrael stance.
“Did you hear that Trump wanted to
buy Greenland, and the Danes said,
‘Thanks, but no thanks’? Well, he could
get Israel for free. We’d love to be part of
his kingdom,” said Katz, 50, sarcastically, as he sat on the porch of his home in
an area captured by Israel from Syria
during the Six-Day War in 1967, a brief
but bloody conﬂict between Israel and
the Arab nations of Egypt, Jordan and
Syria. Israel emerged victorious.
“We don’t need Trump or anyone else
to recognize Golan for us. It’s ours,” Katz
said. “If this village deserves to be
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