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From a thriller co-written by Bill Clinton to a
biography about tennis great Arthur Ashe, there are
plenty of cool books to beat the heat. In Life

It’s all fair
game, even
in a man’s
final days

NEWSLINE
800 miles of fences
IN NEWS

❚ The length erected by Austria, Bulgaria, Greece,
Hungary, Macedonia, Slovenia and others since 2015.
❚ It is 40% the length of the 2,000-mile
wall Trump wants built.
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Get more out of your
overseas vacation
Dollar’s rally means travelers won’t
be priced out of summer getaways
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Foul-ball injury brings
cups front and center
Innovations make groin gear safer,
though fewer have been wearing it

THE WALLS
THAT DIVIDE
A police officer patrols the fence on the Hungarian-Serbian border in 2017. A
Hungarian politician calls the fence “political theater.” ZOLTAN GERGELY KELEMEN/AP

In 1885, Ulysses S. Grant was dying.
And even though his presidency had
been tarred by scandal and his
command of the Union Army in the
Civil War had destroyed much of the
South, he was honored from New Orleans to Boston.
“The dying Grant exerted a powerful symbolic influence upon the
American imagination,” Ron Chernow
writes in the biography Grant. “Union
and Confederate soldiers alike expressed concern for his plight.” Several
Confederate officers visited Grant in
his final days. Two were pallbearers at
his funeral.
That’s how it was in U.S. politics:
The adage “never speak ill of the dead”
applied also to the dying, including
your enemies.
Until now. In what are probably
Sen. John McCain’s last months, the
former POW and Republican presidenSee MCCAIN, Page 6A

President Trump wants to build a wall.
Some European nations already have.
Kim Hjelmgaard USA TODAY

KUBEKHAZA, Hungary – As mayor of this Hungarian village where
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64%
of Americans are frustrated
by how much of their personal
information has become public.
SOURCE Ford Trends 2018 Survey of 1,012
adults
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tens of thousands of migrants marched toward northern Europe,
Robert Molnar has some sympathy for his country’s decision to build
a fence on the border with Serbia. ❚ But Molnar has a message for
Americans: Don’t let President Trump build his wall with Mexico.
“We have a serious immigration issue. Europe is not prepared. It is important to protect our sovereignty. I accept that,” Molnar, 47, said in his office
in Kubekhaza, a short distance from
the point where the boundaries of
Hungary, Romania and Serbia meet.
“It serves no purpose other than political theater. It should come down. I
would urge Americans to examine
whether Trump’s wall will really make
them safer or better off,” Molnar said.
He pointed out that Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban, a
staunch anti-immigration nationalist
who easily won a third term, ordered
$1 billion in electrified fencing
equipped with cameras and heat sensors to keep out migrants.
Orban referred to refugees as “Muslim invaders” and vowed during the
election campaign to protect Hungary
from the “rust” of Muslim immigration.
“Orban decided we needed this
wall. And that is the only reason we
have it,” Molnar said. “If migrants
want to come to Kubekhaza, for example, all they have to do is simply walk
here from (neighboring) Romania,
where there is no wall.”
Since the start of Europe’s migrant
crisis in 2015, at least 800 miles of
fences have been erected by Austria,
Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, Macedonia, Slovenia and others — a swift and
concrete reaction as more than 1.8 million people flooded Europe, fleeing war
zones from Afghanistan to Syria.
The total length of the European
See WALLS, Page 6A
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“I would urge Americans to
examine whether Trump’s
wall will really make them
safer or better off.”
Robert Molnar
Mayor of Kubekhaza, Hungary

ATLANTA – The NFL’s 2018 season
will feature a national anthem policy
that virtually ends player protests, at
least on the field.
Under a rule approved by the
league’s owners Wednesday at the
conclusion of the spring meetings,
players will have the option of remaining in the locker room during the pregame playing of The Star-Spangled
Banner.
Any players opting to take the sideline for the anthem must stand; otherwise, they will be subject to a fine.
Teams can adopt their own policies for
how to punish players who protest on
the sideline rather than remaining in
the locker room.
Clubs can be fined by the league if

Check out ‘The Wall’

See ANTHEM, Page 2A

To read the Pulitzer Prize-winning
project, which examines President
Trump’s promise to build “a great
wall,” go to usatoday.com
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Walls
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barriers is about 40% of the span of the
2,000-mile wall Trump wants built between the USA and Mexico to keep out
undocumented immigrants. About
700 miles of U.S. fencing exists.
A visit to Hungary and Slovenia —
the two countries with the region’s largest expanse of fences — revealed that
those who live and work near these barriers often find they serve little purpose
and say they can be psychologically
damaging. It’s a verdict with significance for Americans as Trump pushes
his signature campaign promise to build
a wall and make Mexico pay for it.
Orban’s 20-foot-high, barbed-wire
fence, which stretches for 200 miles,
was built to block migrants from
streaming through Hungary on their
way to northern Europe from Greece. It
ends at the border with Romania to the
northeast.

‘Like a monument’
Molnar said the barrier will affect a
generation of students.
“We run a summer camp in this village, but more and more parents say
their kids are scared to come here because of our proximity to the fence,” the
mayor said.
“They think Kubekhaza is a dangerous place because of the migrants. Yet
we have no migrants here anymore, and
the wall is not doing anything. It’s like a
monument,” he said.
About 300 miles west of Kubekhaza,
in Slovenia, hotel owner Peter Madronic
copes with the nearby fence his nation
built on the border with Croatia.
Madronic, 28, runs a guesthouse in a
river valley popular with kayakers and
mountain bikers. Slovenia preserved his
hotel’s access to the Kolpa River — the
natural border between Slovenia and
Croatia — by building the fence around
his land instead of directly next to the
river. Doing that means his hotel is technically not in Slovenia nor in Croatia,
less than 100 feet away.
“For some, it seems we are no longer
in Slovenia, that we have been ‘fenced
out,’ ” Madronic said, eyeing the 12-foottall chain-link fence. “Thankfully, the
fence is not so ugly.” He said the barrier
has not hurt his business.
Hungary cut migrants on its borders
by nearly 100% since 2015, along with a
deal made by Turkey and the European
Union to stem the flow of migrants
reaching the continent.
In the first three months of 2018, only
635 migrants were detected in the western Balkans — Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia,
Montenegro and Serbia — trying to
reach European countries farther north,
according to the International Organization for Migration, a United Nationsaffiliated group.

McCain
Continued from Page 1A

tial nominee has been denounced as a
traitor, a collaborator, an egomaniac, a
blowhard, a fake, a liberal and, worst of
all, irrelevant.
It’s a sign of the times, says Thomas
Whalen, a Boston University political
historian: “We’ve devolved to the point
politically where everything is fair
game” — even illness and death.
McCain, diagnosed with a malignant
brain tumor, has mostly been lionized
by fellow members of Congress, constituents and the public. But:
❚ A White House staffer joked in a
meeting that the administration didn’t
need to worry about McCain’s opposition to the candidate for CIA director
because he was dying. After the comment became public, the White House
issued no apology.
❚ Retired lieutenant general Thomas
McInerney, a Fox News analyst, said
that when McCain was a POW in Vietnam, “torture worked on John. … That’s
why they called him ‘Songbird John.’ ”
❚ When it was reported that McCain
did not want President Trump — who
during the 2016 campaign said McCain
was a hero only because he was captured — invited to his funeral, McCain’s
fellow Senate Republican Orrin Hatch of
Utah called the desire “ridiculous.” (He
later wrote McCain a letter of apology.)
Online, McCain is commonly accused, despite the findings of an official
inquiry, of negligence in a Vietnam War
aviation accident that killed 134 on the
carrier USS Forrestal. He also has been
called a crybaby and an egomaniac, “a
liberal in wolf ’s clothing” and “the foulest mouth in the Senate.”
On Twitter, someone asked: “Who’s
got John McCain in the Dead Pool?”

Border fences in Slovenia and Hungary

Refugees stand behind a fence at the
Hungarian-Serbian border on Sept. 16,
2015. More than 1.8 million people
came to Europe, appealing for help.
ARMEND NIMANI/AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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Last year, 200,000 migrants landed
in Europe, way down from the nearly
2 million in 2015, according to Frontex,
the EU border agency.
Scientists worry about the possible
long-term effect the barriers could have
on wildlife, such as brown bears, which
can migrate across as many as nine

McCain isn’t the only one who’s fair
game. When Melania Trump was hospitalized for kidney surgery, novelist Stephen King, a political liberal, tweeted:
“Not to be snarky, but Melania can probably use a week’s rest from Blabbermouth Don. Sounds heavenly to me.”
The phenomenon “goes deeper than
politics,” says Robert North Roberts,
co-author of the Encyclopedia of Presidential Campaigns. “It’s the polarization of the entire nation.” Like rampaging soccer hooligans, we take our side,
no matter how boorish our players or
how honorable the other’s.
Before things changed, many public
figures got the benefit of the doubt at the
end of their lives:
❚ Ted Kennedy was diagnosed with
terminal brain cancer in 2008, and he remained as partisan as ever. His first vote
upon returning to Washington after beginning cancer treatment was to break a
Republican filibuster. And after the election, he worked zealously for the most
controversial piece of legislation of the
past decade, the Affordable Care Act.
But Kennedy was widely praised by
members of both parties — including
McCain and Hatch. Whalen notes that
there was even little or no mention of
Chappaquiddick, the scandal in 1969
when a young woman died after the senator drove their car off a bridge and failed
to immediately report the accident.
❚ Richard Nixon resigned in disgrace
during the Watergate scandal. But
when he died 20 years later, he was
widely hailed as a Cold War statesman
who had established diplomatic relations with Communist China and
détente with the Soviet Union. Eulogists
at his funeral included the Democratic
president, Bill Clinton.
Why do we do it? There are at least
four reasons why McCain has been attacked in ways that once would have
been unthinkable:

“I don’t know why there are so many
gaps in the fence,” Marija Grdesic, 32,
said while guarding a narrow, wooden
bridge that separates Croatia from Slovenia.
“Perhaps it’s so local people can still
reach the river to swim here,” she said,
motioning toward the Kolpa River.

countries in Europe. “The fences are a
real threat to them,” said biologist Djuro
Huber at the University of Zagreb in
Croatia who studies wildlife on the Slovenian-Croatian border.
Some residents of the region were
baffled by inconsistencies and gaping
holes along the borders.

Emile Farran, 77, who works on a
vineyard in Slovenia’s Istria region,
pointed to an opening the length of a
football field in the 15-foot-high fence
topped with barbed wire intended to secure Slovenia’s border with Croatia.
“There is no need for this thing,” he
said. “This is not a place where strangers ever pass. If the government really
wants to help people like me, it should
think about buying us some new tractors.”
These fences built in Europe differ
from the one Trump wants along the
Mexican border, said Ema Zuagen, 65, a
retired physical therapist having coffee
in Sevnica, Slovenia, the hometown of
first lady Melania Trump.
“The thing about Trump’s wall is that
it would keep out Mexicans and South
Americans, who are mostly Catholic,”
said Zuagen, who approves of the barriers. “Whereas our walls are keeping out
immigrants who are mostly Islamic.
There is a big difference.”

even with people,” Trump once said. “If
they screw you, screw them back 10
times as hard.”)
So McCain’s opposition to Trump’s
presidential candidacy and his vote
against his own party’s attempt to repeal Obamacare cannot be forgotten,
and the White House staffer’s remark
cannot be walked back.
Trump is not the first president to
nurture such instincts; so did Nixon and
Andrew Jackson. But, Roberts says,
“we’ve never had a president who’s so
open about it.”

The 2016 election
Political battles around John McCain
have raged even as the senator fights
brain cancer. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

Social media
Here’s M.J. Crockett, Yale psychologist: “Digital media may exacerbate the
expression of moral outrage by inflating
its triggering stimuli, reducing some of
its costs, and amplifying many of its
personal benefits.” Translation: Trolling
is hard to resist, easy to do and may
impress your friends.
A decade ago, social media was not
the force it is now. “Kennedy got a pass,”
Whalen says. “He might not today.”
And if something negative was said
of the sick or dying, the news media
might censor it, sometimes to protect a
candid official from himself.
“This sort of thing always went on,
but you wouldn’t get a forum for it,”
Roberts says.

Donald Trump
The president has long articulated
two key personal philosophies: Never
apologize and always retaliate. (“Get

The result was close enough to make
Republicans nervous about subsequent
elections. Seeing little margin for error,
they’ve been especially sensitive to dissent in their ranks, even from a maverick such as McCain.

John McCain
McCain may not deserve the abuse
heaped on him, but he certainly courted
it. He not only voted against the bid to
repeal Obamacare, but did so provocatively on the Senate floor. One critic
tweeted: “I will remember John McCain
only for his melodramatic thumb down
on the Obamacare repeal effort. This
was the day he chose his legacy. I don’t
give two hoots what he thinks now —
dying or not.”
Weep not, however, for the good old
days. The “speak no evil” tradition
gave rise to eulogies filled with lies and
obituaries devoid of facts. Not only were
those sentiments untrue, they weren’t
even personal; they were just good
politics.
Until they weren’t. The new politics is
blood sport, one that doesn’t stop at the
threshold of the cancer ward, or even
the morgue.

