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Demonstrators speak to Capt. Ronald Johnson, right, of the Missouri State Highway Patrol, who
was appointed by the governor to take control of security operations in the city of Ferguson, Mo.
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BAGHDAD For a second day, U.S.
aircraft hammered Islamic State
militants around the Mosul Dam
as Kurdish forces progressed in
efforts to retake the area.
The U.S. military launched 14
airstrikes around the dam Sunday, according to U.S. Central
Command. U.S. forces launched
nine airstrikes Saturday.
Kurdish forces recaptured territory near the dam, but militants
seeded the area with roadside
bombs, slowing progress.
The new strikes suggest an in-

cremental expansion of the U.S.
mission, which began Aug. 8 to
prevent militants from overrunning Irbil, the capital of the Kurdish region, and to help Yazidi
minorities trapped on a mountain to escape the Islamic State
extremists, who have taken over a
large swath of northern Iraq.
President Obama sent a letter
to Congress on Sunday explaining his authorization of the
strikes.
“The failure of the Mosul Dam
could threaten the lives of large
numbers of civilians, endanger
U.S. personnel and facilities, including the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, and prevent the Iraqi

government from providing critical services to the Iraqi popuObama
wrote.
He
lace,”
emphasized that the mission is
limited in “scope and duration.”
Seizing the dam gave the Islamic State control over electricity distributed to much of
northern Iraq and the capability
to flood communities downriver.
In Sunday’s strikes, U.S. forces
destroyed or damaged seven
Humvees, two armored personnel carriers and a militant
checkpoint.
The militants captured U.S.
military equipment from Iraqi
forces in June, but they are vulnerable to attack from the air.

Scotland’s
remote outpost
split on vote for
independence
Leaving
the U.K.’s
economic
safety net
would be
risky and
complex
endeavor

Kim Hjelmgaard
USA TODAY

LERWICK , SCOTLAND On a map,
it’s the United Kingdom’s northernmost outpost.
Yet if residents in the pastoral
Shetland Islands join Scotland’s
5.2 million other inhabitants a
month from now and vote to
abandon three centuries of union
with England, an emotional link
as well as a remote physical one
will have to be redrawn after
Sept. 18.
Like the rest of Scotland,
where polls show a close split on
the independence referendum,
the issue divides folks here in the
Shetlands.
“Most of the boys that I work
with are against it,” says Fraser
Leask, 53, an oil worker and fisherman in Little Voe, a tiny village
some 30 miles from the capital,
Lerwick. “Some of the younger
folk are probably more for it, but
I think that’s the case with most
new things anyway. A lot of the
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older folk here are of the opinion
that ‘if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.’ ”
Neil Riddel, 31, a Shetlandbased journalist and music promoter in Lerwick, counters: “If
we vote ‘no,’ we may regret it.
This may be our best opportunity
to become a more progressive
and compassionate society.”
A lot more is at stake, however,
than Scotland’s ability to set domestic priorities without interference from London.
If Scotland exits the United
Kingdom, it will untether itself
from the world’s sixth-largest
economy. It would have to estab-

Fraser Leask,
53, is a fisherman in Little
Voe, a village
in the Shetland Islands
about 30
miles from
Lerwick.

Contributing: Greg Toppo in Ellicott
City, Md. Piper reports for KSDK-TV in
St. Louis.
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FERGUSON, MO. Protests in the
shooting death of Michael Brown
continued Sunday with police firing tear gas as they tried to enforce the second night of a curfew
in this St. Louis suburb.
Gov. Jay Nixon declined to say
when he expects the curfew to
end. Nixon told CNN he had been
“heartened” by the response to
the curfew early Sunday.
Sunday night, civil rights
groups called on Nixon to rescind
his state of emergency order.
The New York Times reported
that a private autopsy done for
the family found that Brown was
shot at least six times, including
twice in the head.
One of the bullets entered the
top of Brown’s skull, suggesting
his head was bent forward when
it struck him and caused a fatal
injury, according to Dr. Michael
Baden, the former chief medical
examiner for the City of New
York, who flew to Missouri on
Sunday to conduct the autopsy.
Baden said that all the bullets
were fired into Brown’s front. Baden told the Times the bullets did
not appear to have been fired at
close range, although he did not
have access to clothing that
would help determine that.
The Justice Department said it
would arrange for an independent autopsy of Brown’s body
“due to the extraordinary circumstances involved in this case.” The
St. Louis County medical examiner’s autopsy concluded that
Brown died of gunshot wounds
but provided no details.
At a rally Sunday, the attorney
who represented the family of
Trayvon Martin, the unarmed 17year-old shot to death in Sanford,
Fla., in 2012, said police are trying
to assassinate Brown’s character.
On Friday, when police named
Officer Darren Wilson as the person who shot Brown, they also released a surveillance video that
appears to show Brown stealing
cigars from a convenience store
and roughing up the clerk a few
before
the
fatal
minutes
confrontation.
“They tried it with Trayvon,
and now they are trying it with
Michael,” attorney Benjamin
Crump said.
Civil rights activist Al Sharpton
said protests would continue:
“We are not going to shut up. We
are going to come together and
have a real peace.”
Some 150 people rallied later
Sunday in downtown St. Louis in
support of Wilson.
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Fond farewell to Candlestick with Sir Paul
Jon Swartz

@jswartz
USA TODAY

CANDLESTICK POINT, CALIF.

I
was 6 when I first saw her: A cement colossus with the brightest
orange seats and greenest grass
I’d ever seen. A mythical figure,
wearing #24, glided across center field.
Though my parents had
bought tickets for me and my
brother Andrew to see the San
Francisco Giants play the Philadelphia Phillies, you might say
Willie Mays introduced me to
Candlestick Park.
On Thursday night, some 47
years later, Paul McCartney
helped me say goodbye. McCartney, who played the notorious
Stick as a Beatle in August 1966
(their last show), closed the decrepit joint with a rollicking,
nostalgic, 21⁄2-hour set.
The place was rocking and
rolling — thankfully because of
49,000 fans, not the San Andreas
Fault. (More on that later.)

I guess you could say this is
my love letter (with a dollop of
hate) to Candlestick, where
McCartney was the closing act
before demolition of the 54year-old stadium later this year.
Little did we Stick dwellers
know what we were in for. Thenvice president Richard Nixon,
who helped christen the Stick at
the Giants’ season opener in
1960, told a sportswriter, “This
will be one of the most beautiful
baseball parks of all time.”
While a vast majority derided
the Stick for its Arctic-like conditions, swirling winds and lack
of charm, I slowly grew to love it
like a star-crossed partner.
I grew up at Candlestick,
where I sat through an earthquake (1989 World Series),
watched a dynasty (the Joe
Montana-led San Francisco
49ers) and got to see arguably
the greatest baseball player ever,
Mays. The stadium’s ghosts filled
me with thrills, heartache, despair — and yet always hope.
Here, I saw my greatest baseball game (1997 Brian Johnson
game) and the most devastating
loss (2012 NFC Championship
vs. the New York Giants). I lost a
contact lens in a peanut shell

Candlestick Park will be torn down later this year.
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(don’t ask) — not to mention my
car numerous times in the dirt
lot. Through my childhood, 20s,
30s and 40s, it all flashed by in a
kaleidoscope of memories.
My son Tim was born July 19,
1987, after I saw the Giants beat
the Cubs. My father-in-law,
Stan, was one of the original ball
dudes, a gig in which he befriended Robin Williams.
There were combustible Fri-

The stadium’s
ghosts filled
me with thrills,
heartache,
despair —
and yet
always hope.

day nights, where the smell of
burning Dodger pennants and
cannabis competed for airspace.
It was a grimy, wind-swept
dump — but it was our dump.
And, oh, the beauty of that
park when it was packed and
fans were in full-throated glory.
uThe Catch, Montana-toDwight Clark, in January 1982.
uThe night in September
1997 when more than 50,000
filled the decrepit bowl as
benchwarmer Johnson homered
in the 11th inning to beat the
hated Dodgers.
uThe night lights went out in
December 2011. Twice.
uGame 3 of the 1989 World
Series (the earthquake). I was
sitting behind home plate in the
lower deck when the cement beneath me turned to liquid.
uThe last Giants game (September 1999) and Niners tilt
(December 2013) at the Stick.
Fittingly, McCartney wrapped
up 54 years of wind, cold and
warm memories with The End.
Swartz, USA TODAY’s San Francisco
bureau chief, attended more than 300
sporting events at Candlestick Park.
May it soon rest in pieces.

Far-off Shetlands
unsure over vote
Scotland’s
push for
freedom is
contagious
Spain, others keep
eye on results
Kim Hjelmgaard
USA TODAY

This autumn is looking
like national divorce season
in Europe, beginning with
Scotland’s Sept. 18 referendum on breaking up with
the United Kingdom.
“There is no question that
in Spain and elsewhere, they
are looking very closely at
this vote,” says Richard
Whitman, an expert on European politics at the University of Kent in England.
“If, for example, an independent Scotland is allowed
entry into the European
Union in a fairly uncomplicated manner, then that will
create an important precedent for Catalonia,” he says.
Catalonia, the semi-autonomous Spanish region
whose capital is Barcelona,
is likely to push ahead with a
Nov. 9 vote to separate from
Spain, despite attempts by
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy to block it.
“It’s an interesting moment for Europe,” Whitman
says. “Scotland is creating
what you might call a ‘possibility’ for others.”
Across Europe are other
fledgling breakaway states.
In Flanders, a Dutchspeaking part of northern
Belgium, pro-independence
Flemish activists have been
agitating, albeit at a subdued
level, for more autonomy
from Wallonia, the southern
French-speaking part.
Online polling in Venice
earlier this year found widespread support for Veneto, a
northern region of Italy, to
ditch Rome and go it alone,
although the poll’s accuracy
has been questioned.
And the world has
watched this year as Russian-speaking militants in
eastern Ukraine are fighting
for autonomy from the central government in Kiev, if
not outright independence.
Whitman notes that the
three Baltic republics, Luxembourg, Malta, Cyprus and
the Czech and Slovak republics are recent examples of
successful new nations that
have thrived in spite of their
small sizes.
“That’s a powerful message for succession movements looking to emulate
their success,” he says.

v CONTINUED FROM 1A

lish a new relationship with the
European Union, determine
whether it could continue using
the British pound and weigh how
separation would affect some of
the world’s top financial institutions based in Scotland, such as
the Royal Bank of Scotland and
Lloyds. And there is the question
of how to divvy up control of the
North Sea oil, which produces a
gusher of revenue for the U.K.
In foreign affairs, independence would end Scotland’s direct
connection to one of the world’s
most influential players. For
starters, an independent Scotland, home to military installations, would need to renegotiate
its relationship with NATO.
It is not clear what role the
British monarchy would play in
an independent Scotland, although it is likely to be a diminished one. The queen would
nonetheless remain head of state
in Scotland.
Scotland, which had been independent until it united with England in 1707, already enjoys the
status of a semi-nation, with autonomy on some matters and its
own parliament. It shares institutions such as the Bank of England

“I do think it’s the
best hope we
have for making
society a little
fairer.”
Neil Riddel, 31, journalist based in
Shetland Islands

and the British Armed Forces
with the rest of the U.K. but has a
degree of control over education,
health and other domestic issues.
It answers to the British Parliament on foreign affairs and economic and immigration policy.
No guards patrol Scotland’s
border with England because a
British passport is issued to all
citizens of England, Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland.
Scotland’s flag, the Saltire — a
white diagonal cross on a blue
background — is displayed with
pride everywhere.
EFFECTS AMPLIFIED

Leaving the established comforts
of hearth and home is never a
straightforward
calculation.
However, it’s in places like the
Shetlands, a hardscrabble archipelago off Scotland’s northeast
coast in the North Sea, that the
dynamics of the choice facing
Scotland may be most keenly felt
and amplified.
There are no trees in the Shetlands, little in the way of natural
shelter from the blustery winds,
and the summer fog can force the
airport to close for days on end.
Lerwick is farther from Edinburgh on the Scottish mainland
than Edinburgh is from London.
“We’re geographically closer to
Scandinavia,” says Peter McKay,
39, a local government worker
and independence supporter.
“That’s where we should be look-
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Residents of Lerwick peer from their offices to see Prime Minister David Cameron during his
visit in July. It was the first visit from a prime minister since Margaret Thatcher in 1980.
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An independent Scotland would
have the chance, if admitted, to be
the 194th independent country to
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government in London.
Yet the 22,201 inhabitants of
the Shetlands are hardly suffering. The islands’ unemployment
rate is below 1%. Its roads appear
new. The sheep who produce
world-famous Shetland wool look
well-fed. There are at least eight
sports complexes, and the legacy
of an oil boom that started in the
1970s is still booming.
Riddel, the local journalist,
says that for many people here
and in the rest of Scotland, a decision on independence does not
rest just on the big economic and
political questions. Rather, people are frustrated, he says, by
what they see as more generous
Scottish social welfare impulses
that have been held back by the
stingy politicians down south.
“A ‘yes’ vote is not going to be
some kind of wonderful panacea
for all of Scotland’s problems, but
I do think it’s the best hope we
have for making society a little
fairer,” he says.
BETTER OFF? IT DEPENDS

Whether an independent Scotland would actually be better off
economically remains in dispute.
For every pro-independence
economist who says Scots would
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what London wants.”
which the Shetlands are famous.
The pro-independence Scot“I wanted to come to this, the
tish National Party leader, Alex most far-flung part of our United
Salmond, says Scotland has a Kingdom, to listen to people, to
unique opportunity authorized hear their concerns and to give
by the British Parliament. Taking the message that I hope we stay
such a historic step will allow together,” Cameron said.
Scotland to achieve its potential
As the polls have tightened in
as a caring society with a social recent months — though still in
safety net — in contrast to the favor of remaining in the U.K. —
austerity policies adopted by the Cameron has vowed to cede
Area (sq. miles) 30,000
Slightly smaller
South
than this state: Carolina

93,000
Oregon

greater authority to Edinburgh.
His appearance here and pitch
to stay united didn’t convince everyone. “The last prime minister
who came to see us was Margaret
Thatcher, and she came up mostly to rape and pillage Scotland’s
oil,” worker McKay said as he
watched the prime minister.
“Now, all of a sudden, Cameron’s here because of this independence thing,” he added,
kicking the ground and swearing
under his breath. “Why shouldn’t
we leave? Why shouldn’t we be in
control of our own destiny?”
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A front-page story Friday
about Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki misstated his age. He is
64.
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